Conspiracy: JFK And The Death Of 
Mary Pinchot Meyer 




At approximately 12:45 PM on October 12, 1964, a 43 -year-old Washington, DC area artist was 
gunned down on a towpath in Georgetown . The death of this woman, Mary Pinchot Meyer, brought 
much criticism towards Washington's Metropolitan Police Department for its inability to protect the 
public ("Washington" 24), but it was the shadowy events before and after her murder which have kept 
Mary's death a concern of people today Jim Marrs's book, Crossfire: The Plot That Killed Kennedy, 
lists Mary Pinchot Meyer's death as one of the mysterious deaths associated with the John F. Kennedy 
Assassination (559). It is the purpose of this paper to explore the death of Mary Meyer in hopes of 
determining if she was killed in order to cover-up a conspiracy involving the assassination of John 
Kennedy. 

At approximately noon on October 12, Mary Pinchot Meyer finished what would be her last painting; 
she then dressed in warm clothes and set out on a walk by herself while the painting dried. She left her 
studio between N and O streets in Georgetown and walked down towards the old Chesapeake and Ohio 
Canal towpath. The towpath is located between the canal and the Potomac River and is separated from 
the Potomac by a wooded embankment. 

Air Force Lieutenant William Mitchell passed two people walking west as he was running east along 
the towpath that day. The first person he claims to have seen was a woman whose description closely 
matches that of Mary, and the second was a man walking in the same direction, about 200 yards behind 



her. Mitchell described the man as being about the same height as him, and "wearing a light colored 
wind breaker, dark slacks, and a peaked golf hat" (Nobilem and Rosenbaum 22). 

Henry Wiggins, who worked at the M Street Esso station, was called to the area of the towpath that day 
in order to jump start a gray Rambler with a dead battery. As he got to the vehicle on Canal Road, he 
heard a woman yell, "Someone help me, someone help me," from the towpath down below (Nobilem 
and Rosenbaum 22). He then heard two gunshots and ran to the edge of the wall overlooking the 
towpath. He "saw a black man in a light jacket, dark slacks, and a dark cap standing over the body of a 
white woman. . ." (Nobilem and Rosenbaum 22). According to Wiggins, the man then placed a dark 
object in the pocket of his windbreaker and disappeared into the wooded embankment leading down to 
the Potomac. 

Wiggins jumped in his truck, sped back to the Esso station, and called the police department. Within 
five minutes of the phone call, police converged on the towpath and sealed off all of the five well- 
marked exits. Convinced they had the murderer trapped, police began to scour the towpath area. 
Officer Warner came across the only live person on the towpath: a black man named Raymond Crump 
Jr. who was dripping wet. He was wearing dark slacks and a peaked golf cap. Even though it was a 
brisk day, he had no jacket with him and his pants zipper was open. Crump said he had gotten wet 
when he lost his fishing pole and went into the river to try and retrieve it. Moments later, when Crump 
was showing Officer Warner where he claimed to be fishing, Henry Wiggins saw the two of them down 
by the river and started yelling to police that that was the man he saw kill Mary Meyer. Raymond 
Crump Jr. was then arrested. When asked why his fly was down, he said the police did it. 




The towpath and the river were scoured, but no murder weapon was ever found. Police did find a white 
windbreaker along the shoreline of the Potomac near where Mary was murdered. According to Officer 
Crooke of the Metropolitan Police Department, the windbreaker fit Ray Crump perfectly and was 
identified by Crump's wife as belonging to Ray (Nobilem and Rosenbaum 24). When the police were 
questioning Mrs. Crump, they also noticed fishing tackle in the hallway of Raymond's house. Further 
more, a neighbor claimed to police that Ray had left the house that morning wearing a white 
windbreaker and carrying no fishing tackle. 
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iRoundtree, one of Washington's best defense 
(lawyers, who claimed an acquittal rating of 80% 
for clients charged with murder (Nobilem and 
iRosenbaum 24). During the trial, she was able to 
Iget a mapmaker for the government to admit that 
Ithere were other possible exits from the towpath 
Ithat were not sealed off by the police. Henry 
IWiggins stated that he got only a fleeting glance 
lat Mary's murderer and could not positively 
^identify him as Raymond Crump Jr. Ms. 
IRoundtree concluded her case without calling a 
|single witness, and in closing remarks she stated 
that her 5'3" tall client could not be the same man described by the 5'8" Lt. William Mitchell who 
described the man following Mary as "about my size" (Nobilem and Rosenbaum 30). Prosecutor 
Hantman responded that Crump was 5' 5Vi" tall when he was taken into custody wearing shoes with 
two inches of heel, but after eleven hours of deliberating, and once telling the judge they were 
deadlocked 8-4, the jury found Crump not guilty. 

Little seemed unusual about Mary Pinchot Meyer's death, but in March of 1976, the National Enquirer 
printed a story about a two-year affair she had with President John F. Kennedy. The source of the story 
was James Truitt, the ex-husband of Ann Truitt, who was one of Mary's best friends. In the article, he 
claimed Mary had confided with him and his wife about her relationship with John Kennedy and a 
dairy she kept on the affair (Ward and Toogood 1). Enquirer articles rarely carry much weight, but the 
basic content of that article has since been confirmed by those involved. 
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Mary and her sister, Tony Bradlee, had been good friends of 
John and Jackie Kennedy. Before John became President, they| 
all lived in the same neighborhood in Georgetown, taking 
many walks together on the towpath. Bill Bradlee, Mary's 
brother-in-law, gives an account of the events that followed 
Mary's death in his bookv4 Good Life: 

"Two telephone calls that night from overseas added new 
dimensions to Mary's death. The first came from President 
Kennedy's press secretary, Pierre Salinger, in Paris. He 
expressed his particular sorrow and condolences, and it was 
only after that conversation was over that we realized that we 
hadn't known that Pierre had been a friend of Mary's. The 
second, from Anne Truitt, an artist/sculptor living in Tokyo, 
was completely understandable. She had been perhaps Mary's 
closest friend, and after she and Tony had grieved together, 
she told us that Mary had asked her to take possession of a 
private diary 'if anything ever happened to me.' Anne asked if 
we had found any such diary, and we told her we hadn't 
looked for anything, much less a diary. We didn't start looking 
until the next morning, when Tony and I walked around the 
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corner a few blocks to Mary's house. It was locked, as we had 1 L1LA u n i 

expected, but when we got inside, we found Jim Angleton, and to our complete surprise he told us he, 




too, was looking for Mary's diary" (267). This has sparked the interests of many researchers of the 
Kennedy assassination, since James Angleton was a high ranking CIA official. Many question how 
James Angleton even knew of the existence of the diary, much less why he was there to retrieve it. It 
should be noted, though, that Angleton's wife, Cicely Angleton was another close, personal friend of 
Mary Meyer, and it seems completely reasonable that Mary also asked Cicely to take possession of the 
Diary. Other Reports say that Mary's ex-husband, Cord Meyer, was involved with the search (Nobilem 
and Rosenbaum 29). This is important because Cord Meyer was assistant deputy director of plans for 
the CIA. His department was known as the "dirty tricks department" (Nobilem and Rosenbaum 28). 

The accounts of who was present for the search seem to disagree, but the results of the search are little 
disputed. Later that afternoon, Tony Bradlee found the diary in Mary's studio. Upon reading through it, 
they found a short section that discussed an affair between Mary and an unnamed person. Despite the 
anonymity, it was obviously the President of the United States. Those who knew of the diary felt it was 
a private, family document, so they gave it to Jim Angleton to destroy "in whatever facilities the 
Central Intelligence Agency had for the destruction of documents" (Bradlee, "A Good Life" 270). The 
Bradlee's later found out that Angleton had not destroyed the diary. When they discovered this, Ben 
Bradlee claims that Tony got it back from Jim and destroyed it herself ("A Good Life" 271). 

So, where does all this information leave us? Does the evidence suggest that Mary Pinchot Meyer was 
bumped off as part of a conspiracy involving the assassination of President John F. Kennedy? The first 
question we must ask in order to answer this is, could Mary have gained information that was 
dangerous enough to warrant her being murdered? There is little doubt that Mary was in fact Kennedy's 
mistress, but, as his mistress, what could she have found out from him? If John Kennedy knew 
something of his own assassination, he certainly would have taken protective measures to prevent it. 
Furthermore, those who have read her diary give no suggestion that it contained any information 
having to do with the assassination. There was a conspiracy to cover up the existence of the diary, but it 
was the sole intent of that conspiracy to cover up Mary's affair with President Kennedy. 

Mary's concern over her diary could suggest that she was aware of her imminent demise, but if she had 
information that was dangerous to her life, why didn't she talk about it? The more she talked, the less 
valuable her death would become, but she apparently did not make any such statements before her 
death, and none were included in her diary. 

As discussed previously, the CIA connection with her death is really not all that mysterious. Mary had 
been married to a high ranking CIA official, and as a result, she knew people associated with the CIA. 
Ben Bradlee, an extremely liberal journalist and a member of the group that initially broke the 
Watergate scandal, is most zealous in denying a CIA connection that he allegedly helped cover up. Phil 
Nobilem and Ron Rosenbaum quote Ben Bradlee as saying in regards to the CIA connection, "If there 
was anything there, I would have done it [written the story] myself (32). 

Perhaps the best evidence that there was nothing sinister with Mary Meyer's death is the murder itself. 
Even though Ray Crump was eventually found "not guilty," it is fairly obvious that he probably did 
commit the murder. The case is officially unsolved, but the case is also officially closed. 

Crump's later life certainly suggests he was capable of killing Mary. As reported by Meyer biographer 
Nina Burleigh : 

The evidence against him was strong but circumstantial (no gun was ever found), but my 
investigation led me to believe Crump was entirely capable of violent behavior. His long post- 
acquittal record included stints in federal prison for repeat arsons and the rape of a 13 -year-old. I 
met a former wife who was in hiding from him; she showed me a scar on her neck from a knife 
attack and described his strange and violent fugue states. 



The testimony of Henry Wiggins also suggests that Mary was not murdered as the result of a 
professional hit. He said she yelled, "Someone help me, someone help me," and then she was shot. As 
Tuco, played by Eli Wallach, said in The Good, the Bad, the Ugly, "When you have to shoot, shoot. 
Don't talk." A professional hitman would not try to molest someone before they killed him or her. This 
would only give the victim the opportunity to yell for help. A profession hit would be quick and as 
silent as possible so as not to draw attention. Mary Meyer's murder was apparently a botched rape or 
robbery attempt, in which, as she tried to escape, or get help, was gunned down. 

After extensive investigating, we can see that Mary Pinchot Meyer's death had nothing to do with the 
assassination of President John F. Kennedy. As with so many other mystery deaths, we find that Mary 
Pinchot Meyer died because of an unlucky set of events. She was brutally murdered by a disturbed 
young man, as was her lover, as are so many people each and every day. 

JFK Mistress, Mary Pinchot Meyer, Assassinated by CIA, VIDEO BELOW 
http://www.youtubexom/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=BMUNJw-plW4 

Mary Pinchot Meyer, JFK Mistress, 
Assassinated By CIA, New Book Says 




Christina Wilkie 
4/19/2012 

Conspiracy theorists who question President John F. Kennedy's assassination in 1963 have, over 
the years, become obsessed with another murder. On Oct. 12, 1964, socialite and artist Mary 
Pinchot Meyer, a longtime Kennedy mistress, was shot execution-style in broad daylight while 
walking along the Georgetown canal towpath. 
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Within hours, police charged day 
laborer Ray Crump Jr. with murder. 
They never found the gun, however, 
and a jury acquitted Crump after an 
eyewitness described the killer as much 
bigger than the diminutive defendant. 
In the ensuing years, the case has 
become one of Washington's most 
infamous unresolved murder cases. 
In his new book, "Mary's Mosaic: The 
CIA Conspiracy to Murder John F. 
Kennedy, Mary Pinchot Meyer, and 
Their Vision of World Peace," author 
Peter Janney lays out a complex web of 
high society and high crimes that 
implicates some of the nation's most |_ 
respected intelligence agents, 

journalists and government officials in what Janney contends was a massive cover-up spanning three 
decades. At the center is a shadowy, all-too-familiar villain, the Central Intelligence Agency of the 
early- 1960s. 

Meyer was born into a wealthy Pennsylvania family in 1920, and first met Kennedy at a prep school 
dance in 1938. She attended Vassar College and married CIA agent Cord Meyer in 1944. By the mid- 
1950s, the couple was firmly established as part of Georgetown's glittering young social set, whose 
members included then-Sen. Kennedy and his wife, Jackie; Washington Post publisher Phil Graham 
and his wife, Katherine; and journalist Joseph Alsop. The Meyers divorced in 1958, when Mary was 
38. After Kennedy's election as president, Meyer became a frequent visitor to the White House, and her 
sexual relationship with the president was well known at the time, according to Janney and previous 
accounts, notably a 1998 biography of Meyer by journalist Nina Burleigh titled "A Very Private 
Woman: The Life and Unsolved Murder of Presidential Mistress Mary Meyer." 

Less well known was Meyer's friendship with then-Harvard professor and LSD guru Timothy Leary, 
whom she visited several times at his office in Cambridge, Mass. Janney's book contains the most 
exhaustive account to date of Meyer's communication with Leary, who died in 1996. Much of Janney's 
account is based on interviews Leary gave to another Kennedy conspiracy enthusiast, the investigative 
journalist and author Leo Damore. Damore had been doing research for a book about Meyer before he 
committed suicide in 1995. In 2004, Janney purchased Damore's notes and audio recordings on the 
Meyer case from his estate. 

Janney's principal thesis is that Meyer and 
Kennedy were deeply in love and 
experimented with drugs together. Partly as a 
result of his relationship with Meyer, an 
avowed pacifist, Kennedy began to question 
the American military buildup that 
characterized the Cold War, according to 
Janney. 

"Like others before him, Janney posits that 
Kennedy's assassination was the result of a 
-CIA plot to eliminate the only man in the 
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Book "Mary s Mosaic' theorizes CIA killed Mary Meyer 
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way of the agency's total control over U.S. foreign policy. Those same forces, Janney argues, viewed 
Meyer, an intimate confidante of the late president, as a similar threat. 

"Understandably preoccupied with Jack's assassination, she maintained a collection of 'clippings of the 
JFK assassination' in the bookcase in her bedroom, next to the place where she kept her diary," Janney 
writes. "The lingering question was how far Mary had gone in her investigation, and what impact it 
might have had." 

Janney's theory is that an Army lieutenant and suspected CIA hit man named William Mitchell shot 
Meyer. The author says this hypothesis is strengthened by the fact that neither the U.S. military nor 
Georgetown University, where Mitchell said he was a professor, have any record of him. Damore 
claimed to have spoken on the phone with Mitchell in 1993, and told his lawyer that Mitchell confessed 
to him that Meyer's murder was "standard CIA procedure." 

It's unclear why Damore didn't come forward with this revelation before taking his own life. Perhaps he 
was saving it to use in his never-published book. Mitchell has never been located. 

Also missing from the history books is a diary that Meyer is said to have kept, which her brother-in-law 
at the time, Washington Post editor Ben Bradlee, sought to retrieve sometime in the 24 hours after her 
death. Bradlee said the diary contained mostly sketches, but Janney said he believes it held a detailed 
account of her affair with Kennedy, and may have revealed who might have wanted her killed. 

There are conflicting accounts of what happened to the diary. Meyer's sister, Tony Bradlee, said she 
burned it. Damore claimed to have located a copy. There are questionable secondhand accounts 
claiming it was turned over to CIA spymaster James Angleton. Janney suggests that Bradlee helped 
cover up his sister-in-law's murder in order to advance his career, writing that Bradlee "played fast and 
loose with the facts" surrounding Meyer's death. 

Like all great conspiracy theories, Janney's account requires readers to make a certain leap of faith. 
There is no direct evidence of illegal drug use by Kennedy, yet Janney spends a significant portion of 
the book exploring possible scenarios and it's clear he thinks hallucinogens had an effect upon 
Kennedy's outlook. There is equally little evidence that Ben Bradlee did anything wrong, other than 
perhaps misremembering the exact sequence of events that happened almost 40 years ago. Moreover, 
key characters have never been located, including Janney's suspected triggerman, Mitchell. Therein lies 
the problem. Janney's account leaves ample suspicion, even doubt, about the events surrounding the 
deaths of both Kennedy and Meyer. But all too often, Janney fills in blanks with conclusions that 
forward his preconceived narrative. "Mary's Mosaic" is an entertaining trip through the dark 
possibilities of Washington's covert history. Janney's research gives enthusiasts of Kennedy lore, along 
with fans of Cold War spy tales, much to consider. But despite his unified theory of how it all went 
down, Janney's book is unlikely to put lingering questions about Meyer's death to rest. 

CNN Interview "Mary's Mosaic" author Peter Janney VIDEO BELOW 

http://www.youtubexom/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=dNP7kjZLjT4 

WATCH: New JFK Tapes Revealed VIDEO BELOW 

http://www.huffingtonpostxom/2012/04/19/mary-pinchot-meyer-jfk-mistress- 
assassinated_n_1434191.html 
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